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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Hommachi (JPO 2001-256305). 

3. As to Claim 1 , Hommachi teaches a distribution method of medical information, 
in which a single or a plurality of medical care/test institutions, an information 
management institution, and a single or a plurality of research institutions distribute the 
medical information with one another, the distribution method of the medical information 
(Hommachi, Abstract, Fig.1), comprising: 

• a step of transmitting the medical information obtained by use of 
apparatuses and/or consumables such as reagent associated consumables to 
obtain the medical information from a patient or a specimen to the information 
management institution from the medical care/test institution (Hommachi, 
paragraphs 21-22, the Examiner takes the position it is inherent that the 
individuals [refered in item 17 from Fig.1] must sample their genome at a medical 
care/test institution); 
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• a step of searching a database by the use of the medical information 
received from the medical care/test institution to return a search result to the 
medical care/test institution, and changing the medical information received from 
the medical care/test institution into a predetermined format to store clinical data 
in the database in the information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 
21); 

• a step of transmitting an inquiry for the clinical data to the information 
management institution from the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of searching the database based on the inquiry received from the 
research institution to return the search result to the research institution from the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 21), wherein the 
apparatuses and/or the consumables such as the reagent associated 
consumables to obtain the medical information are supplied to the medical 
care/test institution from the information management institution at a charge or 
free of charge (Hommachi, paragraphs 34-36). 

4. As to Claim 2, Hommachi teaches a distribution method of medical information, 
in which a single or a plurality of medical care/test institutions, an information 
management institution, a single or a plurality of research institutions, and a single or a 
plurality of manufacturing/selling institutions of apparatuses and/or consumables such 
as a reagent associated consumable distribute the medical information with one 
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another, the distribution method of the medical information (Hommachi, Abstract, Fig.1), 
comprising: 

• a step of transmitting the medical information obtained by use of 
apparatuses and/or consumables such as reagent associated consumables to 
obtain the medical information from a patient or a specimen to the information 
management institution from the medical care/test institution (Hommachi, 
paragraphs 21-22, the Examiner takes the position it is inherent that the 
individuals [refered in item 17 from Fig.1] must sample their genome at a medical 
care/test institution); 

• a step of searching a database by the use of the medical information 
received from the medical care/test institution to return a search result to the 
medical care/test institution, and changing the medical information received from 
the medical care/test institution into a predetermined format to store clinical data- 
in the database in-the information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 
21); 

• a step of transmitting an inquiry for the clinical data to the information 
management institution from the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of searching the database based on the inquiry received from the 
research institution to return the search result to the research institution from the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 21), wherein the 
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apparatuses and/or the consumables such as the reagent associated 
consumables to obtain the medical information are supplied to the medical 
care/test institution from the information management institution at a charge or 
free of charge (Hommachi, paragraphs 34-36), and 

• a rebate is supplied to the manufacturing/selling institutions of the 
apparatuses and/or the consumables such as the reagent associated 
consumables from the information management institution (Hommachi, 
paragraphs 33, and 37). 

5. As to Claim 3, Hommachi teaches a distribution method of medical information, 
in which a single or a plurality of medical care/test institutions, an information 
management institution, and a single or a plurality of research institutions distribute the 
medical information with one another, the distribution method of the medical information 
(Hommachi, Abstract, Fig.1), comprising: 

• a step of sending a specimen to the information management institution 
from the medical care/test institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21-22); 

• a step of obtaining the medical information with respect to the sent 
specimen in the information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 21); 

• a step of searching a database by use of the medical information to return 
a search result to the medical care/test institution, and changing the obtained 
medical information into a predetermined format to store clinical data in the 
database (Hommachi, paragraphs 21-22); 
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• a step of transmitting an inquiry for the clinical data to the information 
management institution from the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of searching the database based on the inquiry received from the 
research institution to return the search result to the research institution from the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraph 21). 

6. As to Claim 4, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

• a step of transmitting specific medicine data to the information 
management institution from the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of updating the database by the received medicine data in the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 16-21). 

7. As to Claim 5, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 2, further comprising: 

• a step of transmitting specific medicine data to the information 
management institution from-the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of updating the database by the received medicine data in the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 16-21). 
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8. As to Claim 6, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 3, further comprising: 

• a step of transmitting specific medicine data to the information 
management institution from the research institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 21 
and 27); and 

• a step of updating the database by the received medicine data in the 
information management institution (Hommachi, paragraphs 16-21). 

9. As to Claim 7, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 1 , wherein a fixed global IP address is attached to the 
apparatus to obtain the medical information (Hommachi, paragraphs 25 and 35). 

1 0. As to Claim 8, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 2, wherein a fixed global IP address is attached to the 
apparatus to obtain the medical information (Hommachi, paragraphs 25 and 35). 

11. As to Claim 9, Hommachi teaches the distribution method of the medical 
information according to claim 3, wherein a fixed global IP address is attached to the 
apparatus to obtain the medical information (Hommachi, paragraphs 25 and 35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 3. Claims 1 0-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hommachi (JPO 2001-256305). 

14. As to Claims 10-12, Hommachi does not specifically teach the distribution 
method of the medical information, further comprising: a step of subjecting the medical 
information to an interpolation preventive measure and encryption. But, the Examiner 
takes official notice that it would have been self-evident/inherent to encrypt an 
individual's data and clinical history to allow access to only authorize personnel in order 
to ensure a patient's privacy. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to have modified the system of Hommachi to include preventive 
measures such as encryption, since in doing so would protect an individual's privacy 
and so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill in the 
art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SIND PHONGSVIRAJATI whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-5398. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 
8:00am-5:00pm (ET). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 

IS. P.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 4176 
21 July 2008 

/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 4176 



